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Inside This Issue:  
 
�  5 Ways To Avoid Parking Lot Dents 
 
�  Beautify Your Driveway 
 
�  The Vitamin That Fights Stress  
 
�  Let’s welcome new customers…  
 

Plus much, much more!!!  
 

If you haven't already received your tax rebate check, it will be coming soon. 
 
Thanks to the President's Economic Stimulus plan, those who paid 2007 income taxes 
will get rebates of $600 to $1,200. 
 
Rebates phase out for individuals with more than $75,000 in adjusted gross income, 
and for couples with more than $150,000. Those qualifying for a rebate are eligible for 
another $300 per child. 
 
In 2001, the last time rebate checks were sent, consumers spent about two-thirds of 
their rebates, according to the National Bureau of Economic Research. The rebates 
played a big part in ending the eight-month-long 2001 recession by November of that 
year. 
 
This time around, the bureau predicts that consumers will spend half of their checks 
within the first year. If that happens, the stimulus law would be a substantial boost to 
the overall economy even though it's less than in 2001. 
 
Lawmakers hope consumers will take their rebates and buy big ticket items such as flat 
screen televisions or large appliances. 
 
A big surge in spending could give the economy a boost, economists say. 
 
But one survey by the International Council of Shopping Centers and USB Securities 
found that 43 percent of consumers would use the money for debts, and 26 percent 
would save it. 

          Tax Rebate Checks To Arrive Soon 

Rob Paton Landscaping, Inc 

 

 

Services in process: 

·  Mulch  

·  Weed preventative 

·  Fertilizer  

·  Turf maintenance 

·  Sprinkler system 

maintenance 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A lot of things could 
cause this aggravating 
light to go on or stay on. 
The first question is 
whether the light in your 
particular car is red or 
yellow. 
 
In his e-book, What Your 
Mechanic Doesn't Want 
You to Know, Austin C. 
Davis says dashboard 
lights are like traffic 
signals. If a red one comes 
on, immediate attention is 
required. 
 
Common things indicated 
by a red light include low 

Check Engine?' What's That About? 
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fluids, such as anti-freeze, 
engine oil, transmission 
and brake fluid. Or there 
could be problems or 
faulty sensors related to 
air bags and emissions 
components that cause a 
yellow light. 
 
Your gas cap could be the 
source of an emissions 
component's yellow 
check-engine signal. 
Banging the gas nozzle 
into the filler neck of your 
car can damage the 
opening. Vehicles built 
since 1996 have an 
emissions self-test system 

to check the gas cap seal. 
If it doesn't seal right, the 
"check engine" light 
comes on. 
 
The vehicle's computer 
system self-tests each time 
the car is started. It can 
correct minor 
abnormalities itself. If 
your light comes on after 
multiple starts, a visit to a 
diagnostic mechanic is in 
order. 
 
Unfortunately, the visit is 
no guarantee that the 
source of a sensor 
problem will be located. 
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On the highway, high 
speed causes damage and 
injuries. But slower 
speeds can do the same, 
especially in parking lots 
where many accidents 
occur. 
 
According to the 
Independent Insurance 
Agents of America, one in 
five auto insurance claims 
is for parking-lot damage. 
Less-serious damage to 
vehicles is often not 
reported. 
 
The agents give this 
advice. 
 
Drive slowly. Watch for 
cars backing out and for 
cars cutting diagonally 
across the lot. 
 
Pay attention. Don't talk 
on your cell phone, and 

5 Ways To Prevent Parking Lot Dings, Dents And 
Injuries 

don't be hurried when 
you're waiting for a car to 
vacate a space. Allow 
plenty of room. 
 
Avoid parking next to a 
very big vehicle. You'll 
have a hard time seeing 
when you're trying to back 
out. 
 
Park away from the store 
where you will have 
plenty of space. You will 
avoid dents from car doors 
and shopping carts. Be 
especially careful in lots 
that have a high turnover, 
especially at the post 
office or a busy 
convenience store. 
 
When backing out, check 
for cars waiting for your 
spot, cars backing out at 
the same time and for 
pedestrians. Don't trust 

your mirrors. Turn around 
and look both ways before 
moving. 
 
If you are the pedestrian, 
constantly watch for cars. 
When approaching your 
own car, have your keys 
in hand and lock the doors 
after you get in. 
 
Be aware of your 
surroundings. If you see 
suspicious-looking people, 
go back to the store and 
ask for an escort. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Around The House Tip of the Month: 
 

“Easy Driveway Repairs That Will Beautify 
Your Home!” 
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You might not think so, but a driveway that’s filled with cracks, stains or pot holes can be 
unsightly and even unsafe!  If you’d like to give your asphalt driveway a “makeover,” 
just follow these quick and easy steps… 
 
Stain Removal: To remove grease stains, mix one cup of laundry detergent in one gallon 
of hot water.  For really stubborn stains, you can pick up a professional-grade asphalt 
stain remover.   
 
Small Cracks:  For small, hairline cracks of ½ inch or less, you’ll want use an asphalt-
based caulk.  Your first step is to clean the crack with a wire brush.  After you remove the 
dirt and debris with the brush, rinse the crack with a hose.  After the crack has been 
thoroughly cleaned, apply the caulk.  Note: Before you fill the crack, measure the depth 
of the crack.  If it measures more than a ¼ inch deep, you’ll first want to partially fill the 
crack with sand.  Pack the sand with water and let it dry.  After the sand has dried, apply 
the caulk.  For cracks that are a ½ inch or wider, you’ll need to fill the gap with a mixture 
of sand and asphalt sealer.  Following the directions on the asphalt sealer, mix the sand 
and sealer into a putty-like substance.  Use a disposable container to make the mixture in.  
A pie tin would work well for this.  Place the mixture into the gap and smooth over the 
surface with a metal trowel.  If your first application sinks down, be prepared to apply 
another coat.   
 
Pothole Repair:  Potholes are formed when water gets into small cracks in the asphalt 
surface, softens the soil beneath, and makes the driveway unstable.  If you don’t have 
extensive pothole damage, you can fix the problem yourself.  The first step in fixing a 
pothole is to remove all of the damaged paving.  You may have to dig down between 2 
and 6 inches to do so.  Next, fill the hole with gravel to within 4 inches of the surface.  
Using a 4 x 4 piece of wood, mash down the gravel.   
 
Now you’ll need to apply a cold-mix asphalt patching compound in 1-inch layers.  Use a 
shovel and trowel to apply the compound.  After each 1-inch layer has been applied, use 
the 4 x 4 to mash down the compound.  Continue applying the compound until it’s built 
up to ½ inch above the surrounding, undamaged area.  At this point, apply a thin covering 
of sand to the area.  Finally, slowly drive your car tire over the patched area to smooth it 
over.  You’ll want to be sure that the patched area is level with the surface of the 
driveway.   
 
If you’d really like to give your asphalt drive the best protection, apply an emulsified 
asphalt sealer to your driveway.  This sealer will help prevent cracks and staining.  It’s 
easy to do, just follow the manufacturer’s directions.      
 
All the supplies you need to tackle these projects can be found at your local home 
improvement store.   
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THIS VITA MIN 
FIGHTS 
STRESS! 

 
 
 
 
We all could use a little 
less stress in our lives!  
According to a recent 
study conducted by the 
Center for 
Psychosomatic and 
Psychobiological 
Research, taking 500 
milligrams a day of 
vitamin C may keep 
you calm in stressful 
circumstances.   
 
After taking vitamin C 
for two weeks, 
participants in the study 
experienced 
significantly lower 
stress levels and lower 
blood pressure 
compared to those who 
did not take vitamin C.  
Before beginning this 
vitamin therapy, be sure 
to check with your 
doctor.     
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LET’S WELCOME OUR NEW CLIENTS THIS MONTH  
 
 

Here are some of our new clients that became members of our “Rob Paton Landscaping” this past 
month.  I’d like to welcome you and wish you all the best! 

 
M.Berrian – Closter, NJ;  Kim T.H – Norwood,NJ;  Mckiernan – Harrington Park, NJ; 

Mr. Sklow – Norwood,NJ;  Mr. & Mrs. McCarthy – Closter,NJ;  Mr. Genova – Northvale, NJ. 
Arimbliar – Northvale, NJ. 

 
We are giving recognition to our new clients and our superb friends who are kind enough to refer 
their neighbors and relatives to us. 
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You might think you're a pretty tough negotiator, but researchers at Duke University and the 
University of Chicago say maybe not.  Their study of MBA programs shows that most hagglers don't 
realize how good a deal they could really get. 
 
MBA students were divided either into buyers for a motorcycle company or sales people for a parts 
maker. After three negotiating sessions of 45 minutes each, results were compared with what each 
group had decided beforehand was going to be their limit. 
 
As reported in Business Week, the researchers found that each side underestimated how much the 
other was willing to bend. When it was all over, each party thought they had gotten the better of the 
deal. The buyers thought they hit the sellers' low figure, when they actually overpaid by a wide 
margin. 
 
The researchers recommend leading with an aggressive opening bid and giving ground only 
grudgingly. 
 
As a person with a great deal of business experience, you probably think you would do a lot better 
than the MBA students. The study, however, gives you something to think about. 

              Haggling For The Best Deal 

Oh, oh, there's a mud tube climbing up the foundation of your house. It's time for 
action: you've got termites. If this were your house, you could be in for a big expense. 
You have to get rid of the wood-chomping pests and then repair the damage they did. 
It will be much worse if they have been at work for some time. 
 
It can happen in cold climates as well as in warmer places. Termites are fairly 
common in Chicago, for example, and they've been found as far north as Alaska. Ice 
and snow slow them down but don't get rid of them. 
 
As with any problem that causes deterioration of a building, early detection prevents 
extensive damage. 
 
Get a termite inspection. It will cost about $125, depending on where you live, and it 
will take a half hour to 45 minutes for the inspector to complete his work. It may 
include inspection of the basement, foundation, woodwork and the attic. The inspector 
will also check for ants, bugs and fungus. 
 
The peace of mind a "no termites" verdict brings is worth the price. If infestation is 
found, damage can be brought to a halt and the problem eliminated within days. 
 
Common conditions that encourage termite infestation include earth-to-wood contact 
at support posts, cellulose debris and boards left in the crawlspace, improper drainage 
away from the structure, and inadequate ventilation in the crawlspace. 
 
Wood mulch should not touch the foundation or be too close to it. The same is true for 
stacked firewood. Old tree stumps near the building should be removed, along with 
roots. 
 
Correcting these conditions can reduce the likelihood of a termite problem, according 
to Ohio State University entomologists. 

           Termite inspection now could save money  
                         and grief in the future  

 
 
 
 
 

Six Things You 
Should Never Say At 

The Office 
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Garden Spots Can Be Inspirational 
A tiny garden can bring 
you closer to nature as 
you tend the plants with 
special care and watch 
them grow. 
 
It could be a niche in a 
corner of the yard, a raised 
bed of flowers or 
vegetables, a window box 
or two or a container 
garden on the deck. In any 
case, the compact garden 
takes less time and work. 
The satisfaction comes 
from working with each 
individual plant. 
 
For most flowers and 
vegetables, consider a spot 
that gets morning sun and 
afternoon shade. If your 
place is shady, search for 
shade-loving plants with 
greenery or flowers that 
may be planted under an 
ornamental tree. 
 

Adding a wooden bench 
or chair will give you a 
place to relax in your 
niche. You could add a 
sundial, a birdbath or 
trellises for your climbing 
vines. 
 
Men particularly enjoy 
building a rose garden. 
One costs a little more to 
start, but with proper care 
the roses will come back 
bigger and more beautiful 
with each passing year. 
 
Roses are very attractive 
as they bloom in sunny 
niches, raised beds, or 
even when growing in 
wooden wine barrels from 
the garden store. 
 
Container gardening is a 
pleasant alternative to 
having a garden in the 
yard. Containers come in 
all shapes and sizes. They 

can be put on trays with 
wheels so you can move 
them whenever you want. 
Or they can be put on 
stands to make a more 
dramatic statement. And 
you don't need "mud 
shoes" to tend them after a 
rain. 
 
Plastic containers require 
less water than clay pots. 
Soil in clay pots dries out 
faster. 

Home advisors will give 
you detailed instructions 
on how to sharpen the 
blades of your mower 
using a vice and a 
sharpening tool. But 
unless you have the time 
and skill, you're better off 
taking the blades or the 
mower to a repair shop. 
 
Having the blade 
sharpened will cost about 
$10. Taking the whole 
mower into the shop costs 
more, and you need a 
trailer to transport the 

unit. To remove the blades 
yourself, do this: 
 
* Disconnect the spark 
plug to keep the mower 
from starting accidentally. 
 
* Put the mower on its 
side so engine oil can't 
flow into the air filter. 
 
* Block the blade with a 
piece of wood so it can't 
turn when you are 
loosening the bolts, then 
remove the bolts. 
 

* When you pull the blade 
out, mark the surface that 
faces the mower housing 
so you'll know how to put 
it back. 
 
* If the blade has deep 
nicks, it should probably 
be replaced. The same is 
true if the blade is warped, 
split or deformed. 

Getting The Lawn Mower Blades Sharpened 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Around The House Newsletter 
Page7 

SEND A REFERRAL:  GET A PRIZE 
 

For every referral you send our way that becomes a client, you will receive a gift from our company: 
 

“$150 Credit to your account”  
 

By referring your family, friends & neighbors, you’ve helped our business grow.  Offering these 
special rewards is our way of saying, “Thank you, you’re the best! ”   
 
Without you, we couldn’t do what we do.  To take advantage of our Referral Reward Program, just 
fill out the enclosed referral sheet and either fax or send it in.  That’s all there is to it! 
 

 ROCKET REFERRAL REWARD PROGRAM! 
 

If you use this form, we will be able to make sure you get credit for all of your referrals when they 
become clients.  If you have any questions, just give us a call at: 201-391-9471. 
 
You’re Name: ____________________________________    
You’re Phone: _______________________________________ 
 
Referrals:  If you run out of room, please feel fre e to use a separate sheet of paper . 
 
Name __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip___________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

��� �   Yes!  Feel free to use my name as a reference when  you contact the referrals! 
 

Fax To: 201-812-2622 Mail To: 69 Broadway, Park Ridge, NJ.07656 
 

Email To:  rpatonland@optonline.net 
 

www.robpatonlandscaping.com 
 
 


